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Leicester-Shire and Rutland Sport, Sports Organisation Support 

Covid-19 Fund 

 

The fund aims to deliver immediate funding to those sports clubs, 

organisations and businesses, supporting communities to be 

physically active, that are most in need and require an injection of 

cash to help them emerge from short term financial hardship or the 

ceasing of operations during this uniquely challenging period. 

  

On this page 

• About the fund 

• Who and what we will fund? 

• Key things to note before applying 

• Fund criteria 

• What happens after I've applied? 

• Frequently asked questions 

• Apply to the fund 

• Other support 

About the Sports Organisation Support Covid-19 Fund 

As the country deals with coronavirus (Covid-19), we know sport and 

physical activity organisations are facing a hugely difficult period. 

The Sports Organisation Support Covid-19 Fund aims to deliver 

immediate funding to those organisations most in need. It's specifically 

targeted at organisations delivering in the sport and physical activity 

sector, who have a role in supporting the communities of Leicestershire, 

Leicester and Rutland to be active but who are experiencing short term 

financial hardship or the ceasing of operations due to the ongoing impact 

of coronavirus.   

 

The types of organisations eligible include community sports clubs, 

charities, community interest companies and voluntary organisations who 

deliver sport and physical activity opportunities. 
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The fund will also consider applications from sole traders or micro 

businesses who are risk of ceasing to trade and who can demonstrate 

they have played their part to deliver or enable physical activity 

opportunities in Leicestershire, Leicester or Rutland.  

This fund is designed to complement other sources of funding from the 

government, such as funds targeted at small businesses, the self-

employed, the Sport England Emergency Fund and funding available from 

some National Governing Bodies of Sport. Please click here to see the 

funding support that the government has available before you consider 

applying to this fund.  Priority is likely to be given to organisations that 

have been unable to access funding from other sources such as 

Government or Sport England. 

Who and what we will fund? 

Who we will fund: 

Organisations delivering sport and physical activity opportunities in the 

communities of Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland can apply to our 

fund if it is experiencing short term financial hardship or the ceasing of 

operations due to the impact of coronavirus. In addition, an organisations 

premises or main base is likely to be located in Leicestershire, Leicester or 

Rutland.  

These organisations include: 

• Local sports clubs. 

• Voluntary, community sector organisations and community interest 

companies that deliver or enable sport and/or physical activity, 

including organisations that are not solely or primarily sports 

organisations and have an important role to play in keeping people 

active in hard to reach communities, that may need support for 

other parts of their organisation to remain open. 

• Small charitable trusts that deliver or enable sport and/or physical 

activity, that do not qualify for financial help elsewhere. 

• County level organisations or leagues that have already paid out 

funds for activities that are now cancelled and are not able to claim 

funds from elsewhere. 

https://www.lrsport.org/organisational-support-coronavir
https://www.lrsport.org/organisational-support-coronavir
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• Micro businesses and sole traders who are risk of insolvency as a 

direct result of Covid-19 and are able demonstrate they have played 

their part to deliver or enable sport and physical activity 

opportunities in Leicestershire, Leicester or Rutland.  

What we will fund 

The fund has been developed to help sport and physical activity 

organisations meet their obligations, in particular fixed costs, which are 

no longer supported with revenue as a result of Covid-19. You will 

need to evidence lost revenue that would ordinarily cover expenditure on 

outgoings such as: 

• Rent  

• Utility costs  

• Insurances  

• Facility or equipment hire  

• Critical maintenance costs 

• Core staffing costs (including casual workers) that cannot be met 

elsewhere by other government funds 

• Retrospective losses dating from 1 March 2020 

An example of the sort of things our fund can help with are:  

• Support a boxing club to pay for their utility bills and other costs 

for their facility when no activity is taking place that would 

generate essential revenue 

Who the fund's not able to help 

This fund is designed to help grassroots sport and physical activity 

providers. This means we are not able to help the following organisations 

with this fund. 

• Local authorities, including town and parish councils  

• Schools, colleges and universities  

• Leisure operators  

Funding cannot be used for: 

• Activities or costs which are already covered by other 

government funding, including rates 
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• New activities or events 

• Purchase on non-essential goods/equipment 

• Players costs  

• Capital works 

• Costs beyond the end of June 2020 

• Directly refunding loss of forecasted income opportunities 

• Any of other expenditure that LRS deems inappropriate 

How much we will fund 

Awards will be between £300 and £3,000. In exceptional circumstances 

we’ll consider awards of more than £3,000. 

Key things to note before applying 

We expect that applicants will have applied and exhausted all 

other government funding sources and the Sport England Emergency 

Fund before applying to this fund. 

Given the enormity of the current crisis, we are likely to get many more 

applications than we can fund so we will direct funds to where they’re 

most needed. Please note that there is an extremely limited amount of 

funding available, so please only request the funding that your 

organisation needs. 

Number of applications 

Our expectation is that organisations will only apply once to this fund for 

the immediate period, to support costs from 1 March through to 30 June 

2020. 

Fund Criteria 

Before applying to the fund, please read the criteria and guidance notes 

below.  

 

1.  About your organisation 

This criterion relates to question 18 in our application form: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/financial-support-for-businesses-during-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.sportengland.org/how-we-can-help/our-funds/community-emergency-fund
https://www.sportengland.org/how-we-can-help/our-funds/community-emergency-fund
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Please describe the work that your organisation does and who in the 

community of Leicestershire, Leicester or Rutland takes part in your 

activities. 

Tell us why your organisation exists. What is it trying to achieve? 

Who are your organisations key target audiences for sports & physical 

activity purposes?  

If delivering sport and physical activity opportunities is not your primary 

purpose, please let us know how you use sport to help you achieve your 

organisations aims. 

2. The role you play 

This criterion relates to questions 19 and 20 in our application form: 

Please briefly describe the activities your organisation has delivered in the 

last 12 months.  

How are you staying in touch with your participants during this current 

closure period? 

The organisation should demonstrate they have played their part in 

keeping the communities of Leicestershire, Leicester or Rutland physically 

active during the last 12 months and is proactively staying in touch with 

participants in this period.  

 

3. Financial need 

The organisation must demonstrate clear financial need as a result of the 

current situation. 

These criteria relates to questions 21-28 in our application form: 

Please set out:  

What you need the funding for. Please itemise the minimum expenditure 

you will have to meet while activity isn't happening so you can operate 

now and/or when the restrictions are lifted. You can either itemise this 
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expenditure in the text box or use the finance template provided to 

calculate your organisations forecasted lost impact.  

The expected financial impact from March to June 2020. For example, 

would period be your normal peak income times? Please state the actions 

your organisation is taking to reduce the financial impact.  

o Any immediately available, unrestricted funds (those funds your 

organisation has not earmarked for a specific purpose) you have in 

reserve.  

o Please only apply for what the organisation needs to operate. The fund 

will not replace lost income opportunities. 

Please note that if you answer “no” to question 26, you will 

automatically be directed to question 29. 

4. Impact of not receiving funding 

This criterion relates to the question 29 in our application form. 

The organisation demonstrates the consequences of not receiving 

funding, and how this will impact upon the organisation's ability to enable 

or deliver sport and physical activity opportunities to help people get and 

stay active.  

What happens after I've applied? 

Once you have submitted your application form, we will acknowledge 

receipt of your application and we will assess it against our fund criteria. 

We aim to get back in touch with every applicant within 10 working days 

of your submission. Because of the high volume of applications we expect 

to receive we apologise in advance that we will not be able to provide 

feedback on your application. 

 

Frequently asked questions 

• How does Leicester-Shire and Rutland Sport (LRS) funding work with 

wider government and other sources of support? Can we apply for 

all? 

LRS funding should be your last option. Please check whether your 

organisation is eligible for support from other government sources or 

https://www.lrsport.org/sosfund
https://www.lrsport.org/organisational-support-coronavir
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other funding programmes before applying to the LRS Covid-19 Support 

Fund. 

• I can’t access other government support and my organisation doesn’t 

fit the fund. What else can I do? 

Please send check the Sports Organisation Support pages on the LRS 

website for further information. The pages provide a comprehensive 

breakdown of the financial support available from statutory bodies as well 

as from alternative funding sources. 

• Can staff costs be included in our funding request? 

Costs for casual staff can be included if it’s important for your 

organisation to retain/support these workers through your time of 

shutdown and these workers have not been furloughed and in receipt of 

Government furlough compensation 

Will the fund support players' wages, salaries or expenses? 

No. The Fund is aimed at community grassroots sport and physical 

activity-based organisations. 

• Can we still apply to the fund if we have cash reserves in the bank? 

The Fund is aimed at those community organisations which need it most. 

We recognise that it's good management to have some cash reserves, so 

this will not preclude organisations from applying. 

When you apply, you’ll need to tell us how much your reserves are, if and 

how you're going to use these and how you're going to use the funds 

you're applying for. 

• Our club is part of a bigger multi-sport club. Should we or the wider 

sports club apply? Can we both apply? 

Organisations should apply to cover the costs of bills that they're directly 

responsible for and where they appear in the specific club accounts, but 

now cannot afford to cover. 

https://www.lrsport.org/organisational-support-coronavir


8 
 

If you've read the information on this page and want to now apply to the 

Sports Organisation Support Covid-19 Fund, complete our application 

form by clicking on the button below. 

Apply now  

Other support available 

Government financial support  

The Business Gateway Growth Hub team offer free business advice 

and support to businesses, charities and sports clubs and 
organisations in Leicester and Leicestershire. To help your 

organisation get through the current period and prepare for the 

future, we would encourage you to access support. Please confirm 

on the application form if you would accept a direct referral for 
support. 

 

How to stay physically active during coronavirus restrictions 

 

https://www.lrsport.org/forms/view/c19fundapplication
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/financial-support-for-businesses-during-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.lrsport.org/healthyathome

